CLANDESTINE CONFINEMENTS

Do not leave me, dearest Sire, I thought I would go mad when
they nearly killed you!'

'And you are still mad/ shouted the infuriated duenna,
rushing in and making as if to clutch her. Louis kissed the
little girl and she became calmer. Shortly after, she was taken
to a women's lunatic asylum and for several days was treated
as insane.

One day, Madame du Hausset was called into the presence
of the marquise: the King was there too. The Pompadour said
to her:*You must go and spend several days in the avenue de
St. Cloud in a house to which I will have you taken; you will

find there a young person whose confinement is very near___

You will be the head of the household and preside at the con-
finement like the goddess of the fable. You are needed so that
you can see that everything goes off secretly and according to
the King's orders. You will assist at the baptism and give the
names of the father and mother/

The King, who had been silent up till then, started laughing
and said: 'The father is a very honest man/

'Beloved by everybody and adored by those who know
him,' said Madame de Pompadour, going towards a small
cupboard and taking from it a diamond aigrette: *I did not
want it to be more beautiful, and for a very good reason/ she
said, presenting it to the King.

'Even so, it is too beautiful,' said the King, embracing
Madame de Pompadour; he added: 'How kind you are!'

Madame de Pompadour placed her hand on the King's
heart and sighed: 'It is that that I begrudge/

After having arranged a subterfuge for procuring god-
parents and the distribution of the christening sweetmeats,
Louis XV drew 50 louis from his purse and presented them to
Madame du Hausset 'with the grace he knew how to show in
giving'. He added: 'You will look after the accouckee, won't
you? She is a very good child, not remarkable in any way, and
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